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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING September 14, 2018 

Location: 5110 Creekbank Road, Mississauga, ON 
 

Member:  
Michael Nieznalski  Toronto Transit Commission 

Eric Hopkins  Metrolinx 

Danny Chui  Exhibition Place, City of Toronto  

Ian Cunningham Council of Ontario Construction Associations 

Harry Banikin  H Banikin & Association 

Colin O’Neill  Ontario Power Generation 

Vlado Dimovski Toronto Transit Commission 

Nelson Neves  Toronto Transit Commission 

Keistine Lampman The State Group Inc. 

Joanne Ola  The State Group Inc. 

Paulina Burnes  The State Group Inc. 

Gino Squeo  E S Fox Ltd. 

Wayne Peterson  CECCO 

Paul Casey   IHSA 

Greg Jackson  AECON 

Guest: 

Robin Granger  Retiree (OPG) 

Adam Sampson  Own Your Safety 

Grant Piraine  Own Your Safety 

Bill Pettersen   Safety Scope 

Hugh Fairweather Safety Scope 

 

 

1. Opening Remark by the Chair, Introduction and Safety Moment 

 Michael Nieznalski Vice Chair of OCUC was filling in for Chair Eric H who would be joining 

later.  Michael started the meeting at 8:45 AM and he asked the group to introduce themselves.  The 

newly developed website was shown and he ran through the website introducing it to all in the room as 

well as pointed out the three classifications of the membership.  As for the safety moment, Michael 

touched on the concept of safety culture to owner, employers of construction and workers.  One member 

expressed the difficulty for an employer trying to bring safety into a transient type of work force of today 

especially in an union environment in which workers come and go all the time.  Many members expressed 

different ideas and methods to emphasis and personalize the safety aspects onto new workers such that 

they would keep safety in their mind at all time.  Re-introducing radio ad on safety and safety education 

in school curriculum were mentioned.   

 

2. Approval of Agenda  

 Agenda was emailed to all members over a week ago and no comments were received.    

Motion to approve the Council agenda; Moved by Ian C and Seconded by Gino S.  Motion carried. 
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3. Approval of Council Minutes June 8, 2018 

 Minutes were sent to all members by emails over a week ago and no comment was received.  

Motion to approve the Council minutes; Moved by Ian C and Seconded by Harry B.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Approval of Revised Constitution  

 The item was deferred to the October 26 council meeting.  

 

5. Presentation I: KNOW Before You Dig 

Grant Piraine and Adam Sampson – Own Your Safety Inc.   

 Grant Piraine is the founder and President of Own Your Safety Inc., an Ontario based firm that 

specializes in Utility Infrastructure Awareness education, damage investigations, and consulting for 

organizations involved in excavation activities.  Mr. Piraine has 28 years experience in the excavation 

industry and was the founder of OnSite LocatesInc. a premier private locate company in Ontario. An 

active member with the Ontario Regional Common Ground Alliance (ORCGA) since 2005, Mr. Piraine 

was one of the co-authors of the ORCGA Damag Prevention Technician (DPT) Training Manual as well 

as a former DPT Course trainer. Mr. Piraine has published numerous articles for the private locate, 

excavation, and construction industries and recently drafted a Private Utility Locate Best Practice for the 

ORCGA. 

 Adam Sampson has an impressive business development career that started over 15 years ago.  

His ability to solve complex problems with unique solutions has enabled him to travel the world hosting 

and participating in various trade shows and industry events. Adam has an obvious passion and unique 

style for building solid marketing campaigns through website design, branding, blogging and social 

media.  Adam began his career in the damage prevention industry while he was building Ontario On 

Call’s web application for submitting public locates. He is currently the Vice President of Business 

Development at OWN Your Safety, a company that specializes in consulting for organizations involved 

in excavation activities that includes education, damage investigations, and expert witness testimony. 

 

 Please refer to the OCUC website for the slid presentation 

 

6. Subcommittee Report 

6.1 Education   

 The research project that we are partnering with the U of T civil department continues, which is 

funded by WSIB.  The program is mainly safety bench marking of contractors for private or public 

constructions.  Construction companies are welcome to participate.  Dr. Brenda McCabe will give 

update in future meeting.   

 

 Michael N reminded council the board is contemplating on setting up an OCUC scholarship or 

bursary for students in trade, college or university.  He mentioned that Robin G is leading on this 

topic initiative and the board will bring this item to the council for approval once the board make that 

decision.  Robin G indicated that the amount that is being contemplated is $1,000 and the logistics of 

selection and the criteria of selection are being reviewed. Everyone is welcomed to give feedback and 

comment to Robin G by September 28, two weeks from now.   

  

6.2 Health and Safety 
 Michael N reported that a new acting Provincial Coordinator of Construction Health and Safety 

Program was appointed and his name is Vince Iacolino (vince.iacolino@ontarion.ca).  WSIB 

unfunded liability was reported down to zero from $14 billion a few years back.  

 Update on the 2018 MOL report to PLMHSC - MOL REPORT TO LABOUR-MANAGEMENT 

NETWORK – September 2018 MEETING for the period from July 1 to July 31, 2018 as follows: 
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 Section 1:  Month Fatality was 3; Critical Injury was 32; total 35 for the period as compared to 

the same period last year of 0 and 33 respectively.  

 Section 2:  MOL Current Event: 2018-19 Blitz Schedule; Health and Safety Enforcement Annual 

Report: April 2016 to March 2017 overview; Prevention Annual Report: April 2016 to March 2017 

overview (top violations – worker violent harassment, fall protection violation, lake of PPE); Health 

and Safety Representative Training; and heat stress 

 Section 3:   

  Court Bulletin 1 – A young worker died after a transport trailer fell while the worker was 

 using a propane torch to melt and clear frozen ground around the trailer.  On January 16, 2017, a 

 young worker was using a propane torch to melt and clear frozen ground around the landing gear 

 legs of a transport trailer, whose landing gear was stuck in the frozen ground.  The trailer fell 

 when the legs which had been supported by the ice collapsed upon being released from the ice 

 during the torching to release the legs.  Following a guilty plea, the company was fined $100,000 

 plus 25% victim fine surcharge as required by the Provincial Offences Act. 

  Court Bulletin 2 – A worker who was on the platform of a boom was killed when the 

 boom lost stablility and tipped over.  A company-owned power elevated work platform known as 

 a Genie Boom was brought to the project to allow workers to reach the upper levels of the 

 building. The boom has a worker platform, containing operational controls and can be elevated to 

 60 feet by a hydraulically powered jib and primary and secondary booms. The booms are attached 

 to the body of the equipment which moves at ground level on four wheels.  On August 19, 2016, t

 he equipment was positioned on sheets of plywood on the grass surface on a slight slope.  While 

 elevating the platform to a height of between 50 to 60 feet, the equipment lost stability and was 

 out of control, then tipped over. The worker was ejected from the platform and landed on a 

 concrete driveway, suffering fatal injuries.  It was determined that one of the limit switches 

 located at the end of the secondary boom was tied back with a piece of green wire.  The arm of 

 the second limit switch at the side of the primary boom was folded back so that it did not function 

 either.  Following a guilty plea, the company was fined $125,000 plus 25% victim fine surcharge. 

  Court Bulletin 3 - A person (not a worker) entered a building and fell down an elevator 

 shaft, later succumbing to injuries. No signs were posted on the site warning of danger or that 

 entry was forbidden, as required by law.  Although there was some signage on the external 

 fencing at the site indicating "Danger due to Construction," this signage was insufficient to warn 

 of the hazard of the open elevator shaft, and there was no "DANGER - entry forbidden" sign on 

 any of the doors leading into the shaft, as required by Ontario Regulation.  Following a guilty 

 plea, the construction company was fined $90,000 plus 25% victim fine surcharge. 

 Section 4:  Total accumulated Fatality from January 1 to July 31 was 16 and Critical Injury was 

 124 in 2018 compared to 7 and 141 respectively in 2017 

 A general discussion around the council on health and safety was taken.  Expression on the 

difficulty of tracking workers’ credential; core value of construction and work safety in a company; 

improving of the overall trend in WSIB critical injury statistic; constant turn over of workers in union 

environment; cost of foreign workers training; union requires workers to heave general safety 

training, but site specific training still have to be the employers’ responsibility; company can call into 

union hall for any specific training record for a worker; etc. 

 

6.3 Labour Relations 
 Ian W was not able to attend the council meeting and Robin G stepped in to provide update.  He 

mentioned that ICI sector current agreement will end next April and negotiation would start 

momentarily. IEW started its negotiation.  Ian C said that Bill 148 might have some changes coming 

up and the Minister indicated that it is a priority for this to get done.   

 

6.4  Recruitment and Board Report 
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 Michael mentioned that our new website is up but still needs refinement.  Members were urged to 

send Danny C pictures that can be put on to the website.   

 

7. Presentations II – Changes in Industrial Safety now and in future 

Hugh Fairweather – Safetyscope Inc  

      Hugh Fairweather is a member of the Canadian Society of Safety Engineering (CSSE) and has 28 

years of health, safety and environmental management and training experience. He has managed 

environmental, health and safety at Irving Oil, The Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company (A&P), 

Boeing Toronto Ltd., and Canadian Tire Corporation. Prior to attending Safety Engineering at Humber 

College, he served in the Canadian Armed Forces and Canadian Coast Guard as Marine Engineer and 

instructor at the Nuclear, Biological, Chemical, Damage Control (NBCD) and Fire Fighting School in 

Halifax, NS and the Fleet Diving Unit in Esquimalt, BC. 

  

 Please refer to OCUC website for the slid presentation 

    

8. Presentations III – Company Profile Update 

Paulina Barnes and Keistine Lampman - The State Group 

 Kristine Lampman is the Safety Manager at The State Group Inc.  Kristine is responsible for the 

implementation of safety regulations and policies at State Group. She conducts training and 

presentations to ensure management and staff are informed of policies, safety matters and accident 

prevention.  She monitors compliance to policies and recommends compliance strategies.  She 

manages and reports on safety awareness, issues and statistics.  

 Paulina Barnes is the Director of Business Development at The State Group Inc.  She is 

responsible for the development and implementation of business strategies in industries such as 

Automotive, Metals & Mining, Energy, Oil & Gas, and Transportation.  Paulina is also responsible 

for developing marketing initiatives as well as developing strategies to support State Group’s 

Indigenous program.  

        

 Please refer to OCUC website for the slid presentation  

  

9. New Business – None and Next Meeting – October 26, 2018 

 

10.  Adjournment – Council meeting was adjourned at 12:10 PM 
        

NOTE:  The above minutes were intended to reflect only the general discussions at the time in the 

meeting.  However, they may not necessary had been recorded fully and exactly what were 

discussed.  Please contact Danny Chui within 72 hours to report any discrepancy after receiving 

these minutes.  Minutes are generally posted on the OCUC website www.theocuc.com after they 

were approved. 

 
 

Minutes prepared by: 

Danny Chui, P. Eng., FEC                                 

Appointed Executive Director 

Tel: 647-376-6118;   Email – dchui.ocuc@outlook.com 
                                    

                   


